
Juno Health buys Avicenna Pharmacies 
 
Juno Health pharmacy group has acquired all 21 of Avicenna’s  
pharmacies along with its buying group operations, which serve more than 
1,000 members. 
 
Avicenna will continue to operate as its own business under the same 
name, led by the same management team and staff, but “will be supported 
by the wider resources and capabilities of Juno 
 
To read more 
https://www.chemistanddruggist.co.uk/news/all-21-avicenna-pharmacies-bought-juno-health 
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Price Watch ……….UK    

Chlortalidone And Sumatriptan Presentations Plummet In UK 
 
Average price drops of more than half were seen for certain presentations 
of chlortalidone and sumatriptan in the UK in June. Meanwhile, metformin 
and prednisolone saw average prices that more than doubled, as volatile 
pricing was also seen among recently-launched molecules. 

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our 
article from this month’s Generics Bulletin. 

WaveData  

Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source 
of news and analysis. 

www.generics-bulletin.com 

Plans for no-deal medicine transport 
 
The Department of Health and Social Care plans to spend £3m on no-deal 
Brexit measures to transport medication after Brexit. 

The plans are to hire an "express freight service" to transport medicines 

The government's current plan is to leave the EU on 31 October, with or 
without a trade deal. 

To read more 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-48875402 
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The Dispex and Dispensing Doctor Regional Conferences  
  
The Dispex and Dispensing Doctor Regional Conferences returned with a bang in early May and were a great 
success. This was the first time the regional events had gone down into west Cornwall, and the event on May 7th, in 
Redruth was the first for 2019. 
 
The delegates enjoyed a number of keynote talks from Dr Philip Koopowitz, DDA Board Member and Alastair 
Carmichael M.R.Pharm.S a pharmacist with a lot of experience in the dispensingdoctor arena. 
 
Nearly sixty NHS delegates attended the two days of talks and the evaluation forms show that they were very satis-
fied with the content and had plenty to take back to their practices. 
 
First of all Dr Koopowitz thanked the sponsors for their support and made it clear that without them, the day dele-
gate rates would have been much higher. 
 
The first seminar was “Back to Basics, Dispensing Margins, Personal Administration and VAT” by Dr Koo-
powitz, who managed to make a fairly dry subject entertaining and at times amusing. The vagueries of the VAT sta-
tus of certain items was discussed and some solutions discussed. Dr Koopowitz also went through the Open Exeter 
Statements with the delegates and the complicated timings of what you get paid and when for your dispensed 
items. Most of the delegates found this a real eye-opener. 
 
Throughout the day, there were plenty of questions from the audience, which helped to keep everyone up to speed. 
 
Whilst the speakers were delivering quality lectures, the informal setting gave the events more of a personal feel to 
them. 
 
Next up was Alastair Carmichael, a pharmacist who has audited over 60 dispensing doctor practices in the last few 
years. He gave the audience plenty to think about; where are your prescriptions going? What is your % gross profit 
and how does this stack up? His talk “Benchmarking and Dispensary Audits” certainly got the delegates talking. 
 
The morning breaks were tea and coffee with Danish pastries, biscuits and other local delicacies. 
 
Back to work and now Dr Koopowitz took us into the online world of the Dictionary of Medicines and Devices [dm+d] 
and other ways to improve your purchasing during his talk “Prescribe Smart, Dispense Smart - How To Use the 
DM+D Browser” This proved a popular introduction to the dm+d and how to get the most out of 
this invaluable online tool. You can use it to find out which generic suppliers DO have a reimbursement price 
for their products, for example. 
 
It can also be used to find out how many prescription charges are due for a dispensed item and the number of dis-
pensing fees as well; and finally, which items the NHS Business Services define as Personally Administered... 
 
After a satisfying lunch the lectures continued with Alastair Carmichael returning to the stage to give an 
informative talk on automation entitled “Automation/Dispensing in a Digital Age”. This talk looked at a number of 
options and solutions for those busy dispensaries where space is at a premium and staff can sometimes be distract-
ed during the dispensing process, which can slow down the overall dispensing rate. 
 
Alastair reminded the audience that the patients should be treated as customers and valued above all else. Patient 
satisfaction is paramount in a dispensing practice and dispensing doctors should look to give their patients the best 
possible dispensing experience. It may be that in some cases the Pharmaself24 Automated Dispensing Machine 
may be a viable option. 
 
At this point I wanted to make the point that it is time that dispensing practice moved into the 21st Century and that 
automation via dispensing robots, telephone consultations with patients, where clinically appropriate and other tools 
such as testing patients when their prescriptions are ready to be collected should also be in place. 
 
The last talk was delivered by Dr Koopowitz, back on stage for the final time of the day to talk about “FMD, EPS, 
DSQS and SPOT”. The Falsified Medicines Directive [FMD] is the hot topic of the hot topic of the moment and 
there has been some confusion as to what dispensaries should be doing in order to be compliant 
with the new rules. Dr Koopowitz gave us all a much better understanding of what the legislation means and how to 
react to it. Surgeries really need to find out as much about this as possible. 
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The next topic was the Electronic Prescription Service [EPS] and how your surgery should be dealing with this. 
Dr Koopowitz told us more about the DSQS and there were various discussions about what was an acceptable 
audit - most discussion was around the fact that this audit had to be unique to a GP surgery which dispensed. 
Some audits were discussed and the merits of each was explained by Dr Koopowitz. 
 
The final section focused on how to purchase your dispensary medicines as efficiently as possible. 
 
The two days were a resounding success and all the delegates were very pleased that Dispex and the DDA had 
come to the regions as quite often these types of event are a long way from Cornwall and South Devon! 
 
The Dispex and DDA regional conferences will be returning in the Autumn of 2019 – email greg@dispex.net if 
you are interested in sponsoring any of these next four events to be held at Winchester, October 16th, Wisbech, 
October 22nd, Penrith, November 12th and York, November 13th. Each event is expected to attract Key Opinion 
Leaders from at least 15 dispensing doctor practices, and about 30 NHS delegates in total.  
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Future events 

Organizer Date Venue Link or Email 

EMIG Quarterly Meeting  
2nd Sept 
19 london http://emig.org.uk 

Next steps for health and social care integra-
tion in Scotland 

3rd Sept 
19  Scotland 

https://www.scotlandpolicyconferences.co.uk/book/health-
and-social-care-Scotland-19 

EMIG HR 'Special Interest Group' Meeting 
10th Sept 
19 london https://www.dgtbookings.com/emig/ 

NLSDays 2019 

10th - 
12th Sept 
19 Malmö https://www.nlsdays.com/registration-fees 

SPIG (Small Pharma Industry Group Meeting)  
17th Sept 
19  london info@wavedata.co.uk  

Cancer care in England - access to treatment, 
improving diagnosis and implementing the 
NHS Long Term Plan  

17th Sept 
19  london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/cancer-
care-in-England-19 

SMC industry engagement day  
18th Sept 
19 Glasgow www.scottishmedicines.org.uk 

Making Pharmaceuticals Milano  

18th - 
19th Sept 
19 Italy 

http://booking-event.it/event/makingpharmaceuticals2019-
visitatore 

2nd Digital Primary Care Congress 
19th Sept 
19 london Daniel (a/t) cvevents.co.uk 

The International Congress on Controversies 
in Chronic Pain in Systemic Rheumatic Dis-
eases 

25th - 
26th Sept 
19 

Amster-
dam https://www.pain-rheumatic.com/ 

HDA MLG meeting  
19th Sept 
19 london secretariat (a/t) hdauk.co.uk 

9th Edition Market-Driven Innovation in R&D 

25th - 
27th Sept 
19 Germany 

http://email.marcusevans-europe.com/files/
amf_marcus_evans/project_4671/
RDInnovation2019Agenda.pdf 

Mental Health 2019  - Achieving the Five year 
Forward View 

26th Sept 
19 london 

http://mentalhealth2019.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
option=com_reg&pcode=MH19-EARLY 

The Respiratory Show 
9th - 10th 
Oct 19 

Birming-
ham https://www.respiratoryshow.co.uk/ 

Best Practice & Best Practice in Nursing 
9th - 10th 
Oct 19 

Birming-
ham 

https://www.bestpracticeshow.co.uk/best-practice-in-nursing-
conference-programme-2018 

BioForward to Support your Commercial 
Growth 

11th Oct 
19 

Birming-
ham https://bioforward.co.uk/page/registrationform 

The 2nd International Congress on Precision 
Medicine (PMBC2019) 

14th - 
15th Oct 
19 Germany http://pmbc2019.com/ 

Improving diabetes outcomes in England - 
prevention, access and digital technology 

16th Oct 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/improving-
diabetes-outcomes-19 

Emig Business Development Meetings 
17th Oct 
19 london http://emig.org.uk/about-emig-2/#sigs 

Developing urgent and emergency care in 
England - service redesign, supporting the 
workforce and reducing variation 

17th Oct 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/urgent-
and-emergency-care-19 

The future for exporting UK healthcare ser-
vices, innovation and expertise - incl. discus-
sion relevant to pharmaceuticals  

22nd Oct 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/exporting-
the-NHS-19 

EMIG Digital Meeting  
22nd Oct 
19 london darrenspevick (a/t) eventumpartners.com  

Chartered Institute of Human Factors (CIEHF) 
Medical Packaging & Labelling Meeting  

23rd Oct 
19 

Birming-
ham 

https://events.ergonomics.org.uk/events/list/?
tribe_paged=1&tribe_event_display=list&tribe-bar-
search=Medical+packaging 

The International Conference on Controversies 
in Neuropathic pain 

23rd - 
24th Oct 
19 Germany 

http://www.neuropathic-pain2019.com/conference-
program.aspx?mode=browse 
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COMIG meeting 
24th Oct 
19 Coventry COMIG.co.uk Further details to be confirmed 

International Congress on Clinical Trials in 
Cannabis (CT-Cann2019) 

24th - 
25th Oct 
19 london https://www.ct-cann.com/ 

Biosimilars 2019 Conference 

24th - 
26th Oct 
19 Rome https://frontiersmeetings.com/conferences/biosimilars/ 

The 4th EAAR Annual Congress on New Medi-
cal Device Regulations  

28th - 
29th Oct 
19 Belguim https://www.rmd2019.com/ 

Improving patient safety in the NHS: culture 
change, regulation and implementing the na-
tional patient safety strategy 

31st Oct 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/patient-
safety-in-the-NHS-19 

The 2019 Supply Chain Excellence Awards  
5th Nov 
19 london http://ow.ly/2Emj30oIyxJ 

CPhI Worldwide  
5th - 7th 
Nov 19 Germany 

https://registration.n200.com/survey/3w0f2dae4a994/start?
visitor-
contact=0oaaysnvpx222&cid=em_Vs_DRV20190604%
7C5&actioncode=EMA1 

4th Healthcare Digital Technology Congress 
6th Nov 
19 london Daniel (a/t) cvevents.co.uk 

OBN Awards 2019 
7th Nov 
19 Oxford https://obn-awards.com/ 

Healthcare Distribution Association’s Business 
Day  

7th Nov 
19 Cardiff 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hda-uk-annual-business-day-
tickets-63330408958?ref=estw 

Annual EMIG Parliamentary Dinner  
11th Nov 
19 london www.emig.org.uk 

Rolling out Integrated Care Systems: popula-
tion health management, scaling up and local 
delivery 

14th Nov 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/rolling-out-
integrated-care-systems-2019 

7th Annual Healthcare Conference  
19th Nov 
19 london admincsc (a/t) consilium-comms.com  

Guidelines Live 

19th - 
20th Nov 
19 london 

https://www.guidelines.co.uk/guidelines-live-/guidelines-live-
2019 

National Healthcare Expo 
26th Nov 
19 

Milton 
Keynes http://www.healthcareevent.co.uk/ 

3rd European Congress on Clinical Trials in 
Pain (SOPATE2019) 

26th - 
27th Nov 
19 

Amster-
dam http://www.sopate.com/default.aspx?mode=browse 

The 2019 Consumer Healthcare Marketing 
Event  

28th - 
29th Nov 
19 london http://www.otctoolbox.com 

 EMIG HR 'Special Interest Group' Meeting 
3rd Dec 
19 london https://www.dgtbookings.com/emig/ 

The life sciences sector in the UK - investment, 
innovation and next steps for delivering the 
Sector Deal 2 

4th Dec 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/life-
sciences-sector-deal2-19 

The health workforce and delivering the NHS 
People Plan: leadership, staff wellbeing and 
professional regulation 

12th Dec 
19 london 

https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/leadership
-in-the-NHS-19 

Emig Business Development Meetings 
12th Dec 
19 london http://emig.org.uk/about-emig-2/#sigs 

11th Health Expo Athens 
8th - 9th 
Feb 20 Greece a.sakaloglou (a/t) pharmamanage.gr 

Improving Patient Safety & Care 2020 continu-
ous learning, measurement & improvement 

13th Feb 
20 london 

https://ipc2020.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
option=com_reg&pcode=IPSC_EARLYBIRD 

5th OTCToolbox/PLG OTC Conference and 
Networking Event 

27th - 
28th Feb 
20 london http://www.otctoolbox.com 

30 years of Primary Care & Public Health 

13th - 
14th May 
20 

Birming-
ham steven (a/t) sterlingevents.co.uk 



WaveData — Top ten searched  products where the focus was to July 2019 

According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data Wave-
data Live at http://www.wavedata.net 

Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to July 2019 

WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages. 

Wavedata 

This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people. 

 
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by 
the 14th August 2019, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 21st August 2019 

 
If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know 

about it. 
 

You can view all copies of the  Bulletin at    
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp 

Jackie Moss 
WaveData Ltd 

 
E-mail:      Jackie@wavedata.co.uk 

Twitter @wavedata 

Product Apr-19 May-19 Jun-19 Jul-19 

Montelukast Tabs 10mg 28 £1.14 £6.97 £8.14 £8.09 

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28 £0.25 £0.62 £0.95 £0.81 

Naproxen Tabs 500mg 28 £8.43 £5.76 £5.04 £4.46 

Losartan Tabs 50mg 28 £3.70 £2.82 £3.21 £3.01 

Betahistine Tabs 16mg 84 £3.58 £4.60 £4.69 £4.73 

Finasteride Tabs 5mg 28 £1.69 £2.19 £2.15 £2.62 

Prednisolone Tabs 5mg 28 £0.92 £0.87 £1.90 £2.76 

Sertraline Tabs 50mg 28 £2.14 £1.40 £1.18 £0.95 

Naproxen Tabs 250mg 28 £5.26 £4.35 £4.63 £4.04 

Quetiapine Tabs 25mg 60 £3.13 £2.79 £2.67 £2.38 

We’re on the web 
www.wavedata.co.uk 


